
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear participants, 

 

I am very delighted to have an opportunity of addressing you in the capacity of 

a president of the 6th National Selection Conference of the European Youth 

Parliament Georgia. My name is Tornike Zurabashvili and it is my greatest 

pleasure to preside over such an important EYP event. 

Before I touch upon the history of EYP NSCs in Georgia let me first explain 

what the National Selection Conferences are. The European Youth Parliamentôs 

35 National Committees organize more than 100 events annually. Though 

differing in duration, the number of participants and representing countries, the 

sessions follow a similar pattern. They can be international, regional and 

national. The National Selection Conferences are the milestone event of EYP 

National Committees. They are held in most European countries and collect the 

talented young minds of the country the event is held at. As the title suggests 

there is a certain degree of competitiveness in such conferences. Usually, the 

delegates for upcoming two international sessions are selected out of the pool of 

participants at the National selection Conference.  

This week, EYPôs Georgian National Committee is convening the National 

Selection Conference for the 6th time. And let me tell you why this particular 

National Selection Conference will be better than the previous ones. I have had 

the honour of being present when the very first sessions started up and laid 

foundation to what we have now in the form of EYP Georgia. Back in 2007, 

2008, and 2009 we did not have a luxury of either having journalists or 

organizers; everyone did what they could to manage the session and at the same 

time chair in the committees. I also happened to be the president of the 3rd National Selection Conference in 2009 

and I recall that there were times when I had to leave the board panel just for the sake of arranging lunch or dinner. 

Unlike those old and tiring but still very memorable times, the NSC of 2012 promises to be very special: first - 

every bit of the session is organized with a special care by the people called the organizers (my special thanks to the 

Head Organizer), second - the chairs and journalist teams combine the best and brightest resources at EYP Georgia, 

third - the venue of the session enables us to not only work together during daytime, but also spend time chatting 

and having fun in the evenings as well. 

Here we have, every possible delight that an EYPer could dream of: experienced chairs team, motivated journalists, 

the very organized organizers and a great venue. It is now up to you to take advantage of this opportunity and travel 

these very exciting days with us. Regardless of your experience, good participation at the NSC is impossible 

without proper preparation for the topic and then your full engagement in all phases of the NSC. 

From my side, I promise as much support and leadership as I can and promise to transform your days at the 

National Selection Conference an unforgettable experience for months and years to come. 

Good luck and wish a pleasant time, 

Yours faithfully, 

Tornike Zurabashvili 

President of the 6th National Selection Conference 

 



DO PEOPLE 

KNOW 

ABOUT EYP?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it only about traveling?  

 

 

 

 

George Khatiashvili :  EYP is European Youth Parliament and I think it's a place for 
young people interested in politics. I only know that heads of EYP are travelling all 
over the world and I think it's a nice jobé 
 

Salome Tsiramua:  Nothing 
more than that it is the 
group of children traveling 
around the Europe :))  

 

Sopho Okropiridze:  The EYP is the youth forum, which provided independent 
thinking about social and political issues. Thousands of young people have taken part 
in regional, national and international sessions. It is the chance to form friendships 
and made international contacts across and beyond borders.  
 

 

 

Shota Kakabadze : Youth organization working on promotion of 

parliamentarian culture among young people. Helps youth to gain 

necessary skills for working together on certain issues. 

Mariam Robitashvili: Some of my friends have taken part in EYP sessions, but all I know 

is that EYP gives students an opportunity to travel a lot. 

 



Destination ï Europe! The session theme 

seems to be perfectly suitable for a 

National Selection Conference of 

Georgia, a small, developing country, 

striving to establish closer ties with 

Europe. It is almost two decades that 

Georgia is actively working to strengthen 

its relationships with the European states. 

First step toward Europe was made by 

joining Council of Europe in 1999. Later, 

in 2004, Georgia was already included in 

the EU Neighborhood Policy. In 2008, 

EU was supporting ceasefire during the 

Russian-Georgian war, and the EU took 

active part in the Geneva negotiations, 

aiming at the maintenance of stability 

and peace in the region. Moreover, since 

1992-1993 EU was generously helping 

people affected by the conflict in 

Abkhazia and now has installed an unarmed civilian monitoring mission in order to stabilize a 

situation on the ground. In 2010, Georgia and the EU became official partners, according to the 

ñPartnership for mobilityò declaration. In general, Georgia has long been committed to actively 

cooperate with, and consequently join the European family.  

 

 

 

Asked about their place of origin, most Georgians will probably say that they come from a small 

country in Eastern Europe. Even though the country is situated on the border of Europe and Asia, 

most Georgians choose to consider themselves as Europeans. As a popular Georgian politician, 

Zurab Zhvania, once said, ñI am Georgian, therefore, I am European!ò In fact, Georgians are 

proud to be the descendants of the first Europeans; archaeological excavations in the Georgian 

region of Dmanisi have revealed the crania of a prehistoric ñcoupleò who probably migrated 

from Africa approximately 1.8 million years ago.  

Later, in the third century, Georgia made a huge step towards Europe by adopting Christianity 

and thus accepting a certain value system that has grown into ideals of liberty and equality. 

While with the Oriental culture pays more attention to collective rights, the Western culture 

attaches more importance to individual rights; Georgia has historically been trying to accept and 

Why has Georgia chosen Europe as its final destination? And is Europe truly the place where 

Georgia belongs? 



practice this fundamental principle, by contrast with other countries close to the Caucasian 

region. The country has historically been more inclined towards the Western ideals and values 

than some of its close neighbors, such as Iran, for instance. Iran has a state of rich history and 

represents Oriental culture; the country was ñWesternizedò during the 20
th
 century under the rule 

of Shah Reza Pahlavi, but even after undergoing numerous social and economic reforms, Iran 

consequently returned to its Oriental ideals after a few years. The example of Iran demonstrates 

how modernization attempts can be unsuccessful if a country is not historically inclined towards 

the Western ideology and culture. Georgia, on the other hand, has historically been trying to put 

the ideas of freedom and equality into practice; in 1918, when the democratic republic of 

Georgia was first established, the country accepted a constitution practicing basic human rights 

and fundamental principles of democracy such as freedom of speech and elections. So, Georgia 

can be considered as more of a European country not only because of its geographical location, 

but also because of its culture and ideology.  

Apart from the desire to practice the Western thought and traditions more actively, Georgia is 

also trying to reach its strategic goals through establishing closer relationship with the European 

countries. Closer ties with Europe contribute to further strengthening of democracy, which, in 

turn, leads to the development of a more stabilized economic system. During the past decade, 

Georgia has been trying to pass numerous reforms, modernizing the country according to the 

standards practiced in most European countries. Ands currently, Georgia has reached the 

Consultations on Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas with EU. 

 

So by choosing Europe as a destination, Georgia is trying to reach its historical aspirations. In the 

current period, when the country is facing numerous challenges, the objective of becoming a 

member of the European family has gained increasing importance. So even though the title of the 

session somehow echoes the famous song by Destination Calabria, Destination Unknown, even 

at one glance, the countryôs history shows that the destination is, in fact, well-known and familiar 

to Georgians.   

 

by Tamta Gelashvili  

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/consultations/?consul_id=162


 

First of all, WELCOME on behalf of the entir e Journo Team. Congratulations to all of you for 
making it to this session. You have been smart enough to participate on the 6th Georgian 
National Selection Conference, but you have been more than lucky  as you have become a 

part of historic 30th Session of EYP Georgia!  

Some facts about EYP Georgia 

Nowadays, ñEuropean Youth Parliament-Georgiaò is one of the most active and highly 
regarded youth organization in our country.  Georgia joined EYP in 2007 and became an 
official member in 2008.During this several years, more than 20 sessions were organized by 
EYP Georgia. Nowadays weôre having thousands of active Georgian youngsters permanently 
taking part in different events organized by this organization. EYP Georgia has come a long 
way from organizing one session a year and having about a dozen active members, it has 
steadily grown into an internationally recognized National Committee that holds several 
sessions each year and sends six Georgian students abroad annually.  
And...Guess what? EYP Georgia will host an International Session in 2013.I wish all of you to 
take part in this upcoming, remarkable event. Do not miss a chance to attend an 
International Session now here, in Georgia! 
 
6th National Selection Conference has finally arrived! 
 
This is it! The big one! The one weôve all been waiting for. Finally 6th National Selection 
Conference is upon us and we are ready and raring to go! The biggest session on national 
level- National Selection Conference has finally arrived! This session is rather different from 
others. We are having 7 committees, 11 chairpersons, and more than 100 hours for fun  and 
work together .  

If youôre holding this newspaper it means that you are and always will be the part of 30 th 
SESSION OF EYP GEORGIA. Congratulations! You are in a territory of knowledge,  fun and of 

course spirit!  

Donôt be afraid. You have been selected to come here for a reason. Trust in yourself that 
you are going to be able to handle this challenge. Forget about your worries and live every 
single moment of this session. 

 



 

All of you have definitely heard, 
that along with this beautiful 

session  another massive activity is 
taking place in Europe. The whole 
Europe right now has an eye on 

and breaths by and thinks on The 
UEFA European Football 

championship EURO2012 which is 
held in Poland and Ukraine. Some 

say that sports and politics are 
different semantic concepts, 

because the first one is 
controversy of physical power and 

strategic thinking ς while the 
second is an expression of 

common views and interests 
inside society, but still there are 

many cases when these two 
concepts merge with each other 

and it generally causes bad 
consequences.  Unfortunately, 
above-mentioned contest also 
acquired the same trends and I 
want to discuss the facts that 
drove me to this conclusion. 

To start with, one of the first 
scandals that were raised before 
the championship started was the 
unimaginable violence of 
Ukrainian outside-cleaning 
department, which murdered 
60,000 homeless dogs that were 
living in the towns where the 
matches had to be held.  This act 
provoked many of the Europeans 

outside the country and they even 
declared boycott against the 
tournament. Their protest was 
raised because nobody could find 
the connection between football 
and homeless animals, and if this 
action was made just for the 
safety of the guests, than why 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
civilians that lived there before.    

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άŦŀƴǎέ - supporters 
of national teams, these are the 
tourists that come in the host-
country to attend and support the 
matches of their national team, 
their conscious during that 
particular visits are totally 
unstable and straightly fascistic as 
long as they think that their team 
is the leader of the tournament, as 
well as their nation. And this is the 
reason that causes a clash 
between fans of different 
nationalities. The same type of 
confrontation was occurred couple 
of days ago in Warsaw on the 
EURO-2012, between the Russian 
and Polish fans, which caused 
massive straggles and arrests 
before the match started. In spite 
of antagonistic treatment among 
these nations, other historical, 
political misunderstandings could 
also influence this conflict which 
again links the football with 

politics and shows their invisible 
connections.  
 

Meanwhile in Ukraine, another 
suspicious action is made by 
Russian fans ς when in the match 
between France and England the 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ άw¦{{L!έ - 
without any reason of excitement, 
the same fact occurred on the 
match between Netherlands and 
Denmark.  Was this a patriotic 
support toward the Russian 
national team that performs in 
another country at that time or, 
was it a challenge to the other 
nations and specially to the 
Ukrainians ς showing that guest 
fans can dominate in on their 
ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
future events will show us the 
answer. 
 

¢ƻ ǎǳƳ ǳǇΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
emphasize that UEFA really is an 
honest and respectful organization 
which continuously tries to reduce 
this kind of linkages between 
political and sportive views, but 
unfortunately nowadays this 
problem still exists and remains 
ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǳǘŜΦ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
solutions and hope that 
expressions of our interests will be 
more joyful as well as the sport 
itself. 



Interview with active EYPers, Ia Tserodze, Irakli Grdzelishvili, Devi 

Pirtskhalaishvili and Veriko Devidze, who have attended an Istanbul 

International Session in 2012. 

 

1) How would you describe IS in three words? 
I.T.: THE BEST EVER 
I.G.: Exhilatering... Breath taking...  tiring   
D.P.: Unforgettable Cultural Bridge  
V.D.: Dynamic, emotional, adventuresome 
 

2) What are the main differences between International 
and Regional sessions? 
I.T.:  First of all there are a lot more delegates on the IS. 

You also get to travel to the host country and experience 
breath-taking 10 days together with your old or newly-made 
friends. I would like to emphasize the fact that here you have 
the honor to represent your country not only yourself or the 
committee, which is the most significant difference between 
the regional sessions and the IS for me. The honor to say that 
you are from the Georgian delegation and you are going to 
make it proud! 

I.G.: The main difference between the IS and the 
Regional session is its scale and academic level ς there are only 
chosen delegates on the IS, selected from the NSCs ς the 
session you are attending now : ) 

D.P.: quantity. diversity. quality. 
V.D.: Diversity of the participants, quality and quantity 

of the activities.  
 
 

3) Memorable and funny moments from the session. 
I.T.: The story that I'm now going to tell you was not just a mere 

coincidence, it was nature trolling believe me. On our last day, 1st April, 
as you know it is the April Fool's day, we decided to go shopping. The 
weather? Not a single cloud in the sky, in fact we were even hot. So after 
hours of shopping, with our bargains in our hands we went outside the 
gigantic shopping centre aaaand then went inside again it was not just 
raining cats and dogs, it was an absolute catastrophe! But we had no 
other choice we had to get to the hotel SOMEHOW. So we ran outside 
and did not have a single dry spot after a second. Irakli [grdzelishvili] 
stood in the middle of the street (no kidding) to catch a taxi, while I was 
desperately talking with people on the bus stop in English, Russian even 
Georgian and using body language but it was all useless. Then when we 
finally got into the taxi he took us to some other place because it turned 
out at the last minute that he did not know the place of the hotel. When 
we finally reached the hotel on foot I looked in the mirror and nearly 
fainted because I thought I had seen a zombie. All in all, it remains as a 
truly unforgettable memory! But I'm still sure that it was nature who 
trolled us because of the April Fool's day! ahh Mother Nature!  



 
4) What was the most 

embarrassing moment you have ever 
experienced on EYP session? 

I.T.: When it comes to 
embarrassing moments and Ia. - there 
are PLENTY.  First of all, there is a 
tradition already in EYP that I just have 
to get laughed at in the video. I have 
declared in one that I officially support 
men strip clubs in Georgia (they made 
me), I hooked up with one guy in the 
other and I rapped super bass in the 
last video, which was so embarrassing 
I've had numerous other embarrassing 
moments like the scarf getting stuck in 
my pocket during the sum up speech 
or me getting thrown into the 
swimming pool. Seriously! There are 
just plenty  

I.G.: Although there was an 
embarrassing moment as well ς it was extremely hot during the GA, and I simply HAD TO take off my suit. And that 
was exactly when my committee was selected to make an attack speech, and I completely forgot about the suit and 
went to the tribune.. When I finished, the president reminded everyone to wear their while making a speech of a 
point. It was embarrassing!.. 

D.P.: when i was at Kutaisi Regional as a chair and took a shower with cold water in hotel (because of heating 
system problems.) 

V.D.: saying a beginning part of a word in Georgian on GA on my very first session in Kutaisi 
 

5) What was the most emotional moment, you are proud of yourself for? 
I.T.: I've been a delegate nine times and I've done the sum up speech every single time. I've tried to make it 

emotional and creative every single time. The moment when your sum up speech is coming to an end but you are not 
done yet and the audience goes nuts with cheers and the applause I feel as if I have accomplished something 
universal. That is the sweetest sensation to see a smile on other delegate's or official's face and know that you have 
done well. The applause and the cheers are the sweetest melody and the feeling I get can't be written in word or 
described in letters, it just follows my heartbeat... 

I.G.: I will always remember the speech I mentioned above as one of my most emotional moments which I 
am proud of : ) But there would be no IS and NSC for me, if there was no Public School Session 2010.. That session 
was splendid ς L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƛǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎΦΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ I decided to believe 
in myself, and my bonds with EYP got strong.. 

D.P.:  when we sang "Imagine" on the Closing Ceremony of Istanbul IS. 
V.D.: Sharing the real EYP emotion with the greatest people from whole Europe on 69th IS in Istanbul.  
 

6) Your dream session so far ς country\city\ect 
I.T.: My dream session as of right now is 71th International Session which is going to be held in Amsterdam. I 

am super motivated to go there and dream of visiting the Netherlands!  
 D.P.: Amsterdam IS  

V.D.: Tallinn IS 
 

7) Being an EYP-er mean to you____ 
D.P.: Being a member of most young, powerful and international society 
V.D.: As Rachel Berry would say: "being a part of something special makes you special too". 
 

8) Which EYP position is most comfortable for you ( where you spread your wings and fly as high as you can) 



I.T.: I LOVE being both a delegate and a chair. 
Being a delegate is exceptional, I adore the sum-up 
speeches and the debates and just the whole GA. 
Furthermore, the procedure of writing the resolution 
is phenomenal. But lately I had this huge desire to be 
a chairperson and was granted the honor of being 
one. It turned out to be spectacular! I feel as if I can 
really fly together with my delegates and our 
committee, all together one big team, one big family, 
a flock of birds  

I.G.: I have been a delegate for 5 times, 
journalist for 1, and now it is my first chairing 
experience. I have always liked being a delegate ς 
ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŎǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎΣ 
debating and debating all the time. But I simply love 
being a chair, I feel like now I am paying EYP back ς 
the contribution it made in myself development, is 
tremendously significant.. 

D.P.: Delegate!   
V.D.: Delegate! 

 
 

9) If EYP was some subject, which one would it be?  
I.T.: I think it would a key as for me EYP is always the answer, it can open any locked door or gate, any book of 

secrets, any enchanted chest.  
I.G.: If I was asked to compare EYP to one object that would be the sun. Because it brightens our lives ;)) 
D.P.: an Airplane with full of party 
V.D.: A snow globe with a lot of sparkling flakes in it. 
 

10) If you could switch places with any other EYPer for a week, delegate or journo, chair or organizer, boy or a 
girl... with whom would it be? 
I.T.:  Dr. Flowers  
I.G.: I sometimes want to change places with Mr Tornike Zurabashvili.. He has many exceptional qualities, 

presides the session, his experience is immense, and he has a co-chair like me.:)) 
 

11) If Hollywood made a movie about your life, whom would you like to see play the leading role as you? (Out of 
EYPers) 
I.T.: you, sweetheart [Ani Meskhidze] 
I.G.: ¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƳŜ ƛǎ DƛƻǊƎƛ DǾŜƴŜǘŀŘȊŜΗ Υ ύ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǿƘȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 

my answer ς he would just be a cool actor! 
D.P.: Jesse Patiashvili (most appearance match with mine)  
 
 

 

 

 

By Ani Meskhidze 

 



 

Non EU member countries doing EYP!  

        

EYP Turkey a  

Member of EYP since 1999. 

Aims: To promote and foster the general EYP aims within 

Turkey among the 16 to 20 age group and thus contribute to 

the Turkish approach to Europe the activities that the National 

Committee of EYP Turkey oversees, have now expanded to 

multiple regional conferences hosted in different schools all 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ αǘǿƻ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊάǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 

Sessions: Six regional conferences, more than 40 sessions and also seven IYF (Istanbul Youth 

Forum) which annually gathers over 150 participants. 

Other: Elected in September 2010, National Committee-IV is the body running EYP Turkey 

between years 2010-2012. It consists of a President, a Vice-President, a General Secretary, 

four Board Members, and two advisors. 

Web-page: http://www.eypturkey.org/ 
 

 

EYP Ukraine 
Member of EYP since February 18, 2002.(De facto, EYP-
Ukraine has been successfully operating in Ukraine since 
2002) 
Aims: Experienced and talented young people are ready to 
volunteer their time and efforts to implement interesting 
projects is the most valuable resource they possess. 
Sessions: During its lifetime, EYP-Ukraine has acquired  
professional expertise and valuable experience in 
organizing different kinds of youth events: regional and international sessions, national 
conferences, trainings and workshops etc. 
Other: Annually EYP-Ukraine conducts a National Session selecting delegations to represent 
Ukraine at EYP international and regional sessions in Europe, as well as regional sessions in 
Ukrainian cities and other youth projects.  

Web-page: http://eyp-ua.org/ 

http://www.eypturkey.org/
http://eyp-ua.org/

